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SLS Flooded 
. With Requests 
By Bruce Vielmetti 
Got a yen to try some real lawyering 
and gain some practical experience, 
but can't fit a clinic into your schedule? 
Consider crossing the street. The 
University's Student Legal Ser vices 
<SLS> has almost tripled its staff of Jaw 
student volunteers this semester. 
U the program works well. said SLS 
Director Margaret Nicholls, more law 
students might be needed next year. 
Student Legal Services, located on 
through the office, before the actual at-
torneys get overloaded." 
For now, Nicholls credited the extra 
student volunteers with helping the of-
fice attack the early semester 
casework pile-up, partly as a result of the 
mor e than usua l number of lan-
dlord/ tenant problems ca used by 
frozen pipes over the semester break. 
Photo bv Dean Bruta 
But where's Scott Dew? All d udded out, it's the Peoria ns the mselves. Dan 
Sherrick , Joe Cohn and Mark Schreier pose for the ca mera in front or some or 
the interior arh\Ork at the Club Peoria. See P EORIA:'\ page seven. 
"the third floor of the Union, previously 
had three Jaw student volunteers , but 
has taken on eight this semester, six 
second-year and two first-years . 
"We will see how this works out,' ' 
said Nicholls. "This is an experimental 
process we're trying. You can have 
only so many people feeding stuff up 
Nicholls said that when students 
began returning from vacation, about 
every third calJ the SLS took was about 
frozen pipes, flooding and damaging 
property. Until recently, she said, 
there was a two to two-and-a-half week 
wait for an appointment. Now it 's down 
to a week or less, she said. 
Reingold 
Captains 
Clinic 
Wi!lz 1he deparwre of former 
Clinic direc10r Sleven Pepe to the 
federal bench, Paul Reingold, 32, 
has taken over as interim Clinic 
director. Before joining the 
Clinic las1 year, Reingold worked 
wilh Legal Services of 
Southeas1ern Michigan for five 
years and put in a shorl stint for 
the ci1y of Ann Arbor. A Boston 
Universi1y Law School graduate 
who recalls geuing through all of 
Proust as a memorable law 
school achievement, he stole a 
jew minules from a busy case 
conference schedule to talk to 
RG mona~in~ editor Bruce 
Vielmelli about Clinic. 
R G : Wha t do you see as the primary 
be ne fits a student can gain from 
taking Clinic: 
PR : I think the main benefit is the 
Sec NEW. Page 6 
In addition to the law student volun-
teers, SLS employs four attorneys, one 
intern, a law school graduate awaiting 
See LS. Page 6 
Judges Ignore Deadlines, 
Shaft Clerkship Applicants 
By Hulh Milkman 
Although the final results are not yet 
in, it looks like the change in the 
judicial clerkship process has claimed 
a few casualties. 
"Some people gol hurt by the new 
system," said Placement Director 
Nancy Krieger. "Our students seem to 
have almost uniformly cooperated 
(with the new September 15 deadline). 
Appa rently that wasn' t the case at all 
schools." 
Because the time for clerkship hirin_g 
was creeping back into early spring of 
the second year, the Judicial Conferen-
ce this year asked judges not to hire un-
til September 15. However, a number 
of judges did not comply with the 
deadline. 
Tom Frederick, an article editor of 
the Law Review, got two interviews, 
but no clerkship. " I didn't send out let-
ters until September 15. Then I got back 
letters saying, 'we left it to judges to 
decide whether to comply .. . I didn' t."' 
Frederick and Managing Editor 
Marie Deveney agreed that the Law 
Review didn't do quite as well this year 
as it usually does. "There were an 
unusual number of people on Law 
Review who didn't get clerkships," said 
Frederick. 
Added Deveney, "there is some sense 
that some people who did not get 
clerkships may have been hurt by 
adherence to the suggested deadline." 
Last year at least 12 Jaw review mem-
bers got clerkships; this year the num-
ber has sunk to 9. 
However Deveney said that she 
thought a lot of non-review people got 
clerkships. This suggestion tallies with 
Krieger 's data . According to Krieger, 
35 to 40 students have gotten clerkships 
each of the last three years. So far this 
year only 20 students have reported 
clerkships to the placement office, but 
See FEDERAL, Page 6 
Faculty Bytes; Buys Computers 
By Bruce Vielmelti 
While the rest of the University 
community ponders the possibilities of 
scalping discount Apple computers to 
the less for tunate computer-buying 
public, faculty at the law school are 
learning all the pleasures and 
frustrations of having an IBM personal 
computer sit right in their offices. 
For the past month, the law school 
has been installing some 40 IBM per-
sonal computers throughout the offices 
of faculty members who have ch-osen to 
spend some of their annual professional 
development allocation on the new 
equipment. 
According to Henrietta Slote, ad-
ministrative assistant, about a quarter 
of each system's approximately $3,000 
cost will be paid over two years by each 
faculty member from his or her annual 
allocation of about $1,500. 
"There's no personal money involved 
here," said Associate Deal} Edward 
Cooper . "These are all Jaw school fun-
ds. " Cooper explained that each 
regular faculty member 's allotment 
may be spent on research, books, office 
equipment or professionally related 
travel. 
Slote credited students for the im-
petus to further computer ize the law 
school. "They have been returning 
from summer jobs, saying, ' Hey, we 
need more of these!"' she said. 
The pr imary use ·foreseen by most 
faculty , Slote said, is wordprocessing. 
Even if professors themselves don't use 
the computers extensively, she pointed 
out. they have appreciated the fact that 
their secretaries wouldn' t have to leave 
their offices for extended periods to use 
the wordprocessing facilities on the 
seventh floor of Legal Research. 
In addition to wordprocessing, many 
of the computers will allow access to 
LEXlS, Westlaw and MTS, the Umver-
sity's main computer system. Link up 
to such other information networks 
required the installation or additional 
phone lines in Legal Research, but 
Cooper said the cost of the extra wiring 
was minimal. 
Cooper a lso pointed out that faculty 
who choose to use their computers to 
link into such ser vices will have to foot 
the bills for lhat time. 
About 30 of the systems have dot 
matrix printers, said Slote, and two let-
ter-quality printers will serve all the 
systems joinlly. 
Students should benefit from the new 
computer ' arrival too. Stole said that 
when secretaries have word processing 
right in their offices, the seventh noor 
facilities should open up, allowing 
greater access durmg the day for Jour-
nal of Law Reform and International 
Yearbook stacrs 
ee COMPt;TER . Page 6 
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Dear Professor 
Dear Professor, 
Please, please, please stop your classes on 
time. We 're fascinated by the material, we 
hang on your every word, but this is getting to 
be too much. 
Do you really expect the eighties super-
woman to leave the second floor at three 
minutes past the hour, whiz to her locker, 
make that brief but necessary stop in the 
bathroom, and still make it to her next class 
which s tarts at five minutes past the hour? 
Man, we're good, but we're not that good. 
You put us in the position of being rude in 
your class, or being rude in our next class, and 
of course, we 'd rather not be rude at all. But 
given the choice, we'll start leaving early. 
Moreover, nobody really gets anything out 
of those precious last few minutes because our 
eyes are on our watches, and our minds are on 
getting out the door. 
You know you are upsetting whichever 
esteemed colleague follows you into that 
classroom, not to mention the angry hordes 
massed outside the door, who nearly trample 
us in their eagerness to get into the room. 
You don't even have to admit you got the 
idea from this editorial. We 'll never tell a 
soul . And just think how many thankful 
students and professors there will be the very 
first time you finish speaking on the hour. You 
might even get fan mail (watch this column). 
We think Prof. Kamisar has the right idea. 
He appoints a timekeeper to yell "time" on the 
hour. Look, if Prof. Kam isar can stop on time, 
anyone can. 
Here's our offer. You stop when the big 
hand is on the twelve and we promise to stop 
slamming our books shut, rustling papers and 
sighing loudly. Deal '? 
P .S. Please do not take this column 
personally. Please do take it seriously. We 
don 't for a minute think that you intend to 
cause the fidgeting anxiety that bladder 
discomfort brings, but you can understand the 
dangers involved in going three minutes over 
the hour. 
Let us not degenerate into per sonal 
problems. For truly, this is everyone's 
problem. Just think, when one professor runs 
over , the next starts late, so he or she runs 
over, a nd voila, it's the domino effect. Dear 
professor, do be a Do-bee. Don't be a domino. 
0 • • llllOll 
Meese as Attorney General: 
Law and Order at Any Price? 
By Andrea Lodahl 
and Brad Heinz 
President Reagan has appointed Edwin Meese, 
3d, the former White House counsel, to replace 
William French Smith as United States Attorney 
General. Though his confirmation seems relatively 
certain, critics wonder how well Meese will be able 
to defend his anti-civil liberties get-tough policies 
in the heated atmosphere certain to prevail at the 
hearings. 
Meese, a former assistant district attorney for 
Alameda County, California, has a law-enforcement 
perspective rather than a broad legal policy per-
spective - an outlook reflected by his favorite hob-
by, listening to police radio. During his tenure as 
White House counsel, he has frequently aired views 
unsympathetic to the underdog. He has consistently 
opposed Legal Services and recently announced his 
disbelief in American hunger. What political views 
and objectives will Meese bring to his new job, if he 
is in fact confirmed? 
Meese is commited to law and order, apparenlly 
law and order at any price. 
Meese's desire to reform the criminal justice 
system includes enthusiasm for Administration 
initiatives to federalize certain clements of criminal 
justice, notwithstanding the usual Republican 
distaste for federal inter vention. Meese en-
thusiastically supported a 1981 Administration 
proposal to make murder-for-hire a federal offense, 
though punishment for murder is traditionally un-
der the states' purview. He also supported a 
proposal for federally legislated mandatory senten-
cing for crimes committed with weapons. Ad-
ditionally, he has spoken in favor of legislation to 
enable federal courts to intervene in criminal cases 
which have been decided at the state appellate 
level. 
Civil libertarians have never felt very comfor-
table with Meese. He adamantly opposes the ex-
clusionary rule for illegally obtained evidence. Ap-
parently Meese thinks that the desirability of con-
victions completely outweighs any pernicious errec-
ts of the means used to get them. Should the ex-
clusionary rule be abandoned, criminal suspects 
would lose the protection of one of the major disin-
centives to illegal searches, seizures and wiretap-
ping. Meese seems willing to wink at illegal prac-
tices by Jaw enforcement agencies as long as they 
result in convictions ; the impact upon the innocent 
is something that Meese has not ye~ publicly con· 
sidered. 
Meese also seems to feel that the Justice Depar-
tment's role includes straightening out the Supreme 
Court. He approved the June 1982 filing of a Justice 
Department brief denouncing the Roe v. Wade 
decision and urging that the Court vacate the 
judgment and remand the decision for more 
"deferential" treatment in light of state objectives 
and legislative practices. That filing was un-
precedented in Justice Department history in that 
Roe ·involved neither a federal law nor the United 
States as a party. 
Another aspect of current criminal procedure 
that is a target for Meese's disapproval is the bail 
system. As part of a larger focus on " victim 's 
rights," Meese favors a bail-release system that 
would permit judges to consider " dangerousness to 
the community" as a factor in bail decisions. This 
would amount to nothing less than a veiled atte!'Tlpt 
to institute a system of preventive detention, a 
prospect rife with due process issues. 
Meese also opposes the insanity defense. He 
favors some kind of federal action to severely cur-
tail its use, apparently because he thinks it is a 
large loophole by which guilty criminals escape 
justice. 
Meese reciprocates the hostility of the civilliber-
~arian community. In a May 1981 speech, he 
denounced the Amencan Civil Liberties Union, ac-
cusing them of "abetting the nation's criminals." 
He stated that the ACLU and other groups had for-
med a "lobbying body" which was " regularly op-
posed to Jaw enforcement." 
According to the U.S. Government Manual for 
1983, " ... the Department of Justice serves as the 
counsel for its citizens. It represents them in enfor-
cing the Jaw in the public interest ... The Attorney 
General , as head of the Department of Justice and 
chief law officer of the Federal Government. 
represents the United States in legal matters 
generally and gives advice and opinions ... '' 
Meese comes across like a frustrated policeman 
rather than a legal policy analyst. The attorney 
general is designated the nation's "chief Jaw of-
ficer" - a description which can not be translated 
simply to "Top Cop." The role requires more than 
sympathy and support for the current and potential 
victims of crime. It requires a commitment to 
uphold the legal system and protect the rights of the 
poor and accused as well. Perhaps, once in office , 
Meese can rewrite the job description to bring it 
more into line with his Clint Eastwood image. 
Letters 
More Than 
To the editor: 
The old joke goes something like this: Q. How 
can you tell if a lawyer is lying? A. His lips are 
moving. 
In last week's RG you told of ABA President 
Riley's appearance here to drum up student mem-
bership in the ABA. You correctly repor ted the 
thesis of Riley's speech, but there is no correlation 
between the increase in the number of lawyers and 
the " litigation explosion." You then referred to a 
series of questions I asked of Riley as follows: 
"One student asked Riley why the ABA tries to 
deny or diminish the correlation between the num-
ber of lawyers and increasing litigation, asserting 
that more lowers means more work and 
prosperity, economic and otherwise, for 
e1•eryone, and that the ABA should't have to lie 
about it." <emphasis added.> 
The emphasized portions above are not only 
erroneous, but contrary to what I stand for. To set 
things straight. here is what really happened. 
I suggested with my first question that Riley was 
lying about the lack of correlations between more 
lawyers and more litigation, and he admitted as 
much when he replied "of course there is a 
correlation between the number of lawyers and the 
oddball suits, the non-traditional suits that are han-
dled on a contingency fee basis." 
Now / we all know what Riley was talking about 
here: the suits on behalf of tort victims, the dead, in-
jured, and crippled; and the suits on behalf of the 
victims of race and sex discrimination, the kind of 
people who otherwise couldn't afford competent 
lawyering. We all know that if not for the con-
tingency fee , only corporations and rich people 
could afford competent lawyers, and the cost of 
litigation, but then I guess that is what Riley means 
by "traditional litigation ." 
I suggested to Riley that the increase in the "od-
dball suits" can be defended as a good development. 
It means that more rights are being respected and 
that more innocent tort victims are being compen-
sated. In this area more litigation means more 
justice, and that's something we can be proud of. 
My argument said nothing of anyone's prosperity. 
Pocket Lining 
But 1 also suggested that there is another· kind of 
increase in Litigation that is related to the growing 
number of lawyers, a kind of increase one doesn't 
fully appreciate if one merely counts the number of 
cases. The Big Firms that do the "traditional 
litigation" have each grown like a family of rabbits. 
These firms not only file more lawsuits than ever 
before, but they do more work on each suit than 
ever before, and the produce more papers and 
motions than ever before. 
The AT & T antitrust litigation, for example. 
mignt be a small number of connected law suits, but 
just look at the amount of human talent that has 
been wasted here over the years. And for what? 
Can any rational person doubt that Harvard's. 
Derek Bok is right when he says too many of our 
brightest students are going into law, to the extent 
that they are not only unproductive, but even coun-
ter-productive? Riley says these additional cor-
porate lawyers "grease the complex legal gears," 
but we all know what they really grease. 
My position is simply this: the more "traditional 
littgation" we have, the LESS prosperity for 
EVERYONE; that is, everyone except the lawyers 
doing it, whose prosperity I couldn't care less about. 
Most of the increase in ··non-tradi,ionallitigation," 
on the other hand, is justified by the increased ad-
vancement of justice for people who have gone 
without it for too long. 
Finally I object to the words " have to" in the last 
line of the above indented quote, for it implies exac-
tly what I atn against, and what I am afraid people 
like Riley stand for. I am not against lawyers lying 
when they don't "have to;" I a m against lawyers 
lying period. 1 asked Riley to stop lying about the 
lawyer/ litigation correlation and instead try to 
justify the result. 
Riley said: " If 1 did that, people would think I was 
just arguing from self-i nterest." 
Hedges: "So instead you lie because it's more 
convenient?" 
Riley: "No, I'd just call it stretching the truth.'' 
And the lawyer's lips kept on moving. 
Robert F. Hedges 
3L 
Notices 
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Never Mind 
To The Editor : . 
What's all this I hear about the Headnotes needmg 
a bass? Don't they know you can't catch bass in ~he 
winter? They probably don 't even have a p~rmtl. 
The whole idea is preposterous . Of co~rse, tf t~~Y 
could make do with cod or perch, I m sure tt s 
available on the East Coast somewhere. 
While I'm at it why the fuss about the President 
balancing the budgie? Can't it stand up by itself? 
What's really important is getting those poor 
Marines out of bear routes ... when the bears wake 
up in the spring they get awfully dangerous. 
Please look into these matters . 
Em ily Littela. 63L 
P.S. Where's the beef? 
Senate Wants 
Comments 
To :\II Law School tudent Organizations: 
There was much controversy over the procedure 
used last year in setting the 1983-84 budget for 
student organizations here at the Law School. To 
improve the budgetary process for subsequent 
years, members of the Law School Student Senate 
have decided to gather comments from the various 
organizations for suggestions and improvements 
which could be implemented in the future. We also 
intend to hold limited hearings this semester con-
cerning this matter. We then plan to modify the 
budgetary procedure following the suggestions we 
might receive. 
A letter went out to the organizations at the end of 
last semester asking for any suggestions for 1m-
. proving the budgetary procedure. Thus far, we have 
received no written responses. We are still open to 
ideas for improvement. Please put your written 
comments in my senate mailbox located on the 
second floor of Hutchins Hall near the Senate Office. 
Thank you. 
De nnis Terez, St>cond Yea r Re p 
Ramsey Clark in the Supreme Court. 
the Lawyer's Club Lounge. Tickets are 
$3.00 in advance and $3.50 at the door . 
The door price is a trip to Freeport, The 
Bahamas, during the Law School 
Spring Break. THE TRIP IS NON-
TRANSFERABLE. 
ANY LAW STUD ENT attending law 
.school in 1983-84 is eligible to par-
ticipate in the Corliss Lamont Law 
Studen t Essay Contest on CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE AND THE FIRST 
AME NDME NT , Meik lejohn Civil 
Liberties Institute recently announced. 
F irst prize is $1 ,000; second prize is 
$750, a nd third prize is $500. This is the 
first in an annual ser ies of contests on 
key First Amendment Issues. 
8) Eric Hard 
Civil rights activist and former At-
torney General Ramsey Clark will 
deliver the keynote speech for UM Law 
School's Public Interest Law Conferen-
ce on Friday, Feb. 10. at3:30 in HH 100. 
As Attorney General under the Johnson 
Administration, Clark supervised the 
federal presence at Ole Miss following 
the admission of James Meredith, han-
dled federal enforcement of the cour t 
order protecting the march from Selma 
to Mon tgomer y, and headed the 
P r e s ide ntial task force to Wa tts 
following the riots. 
In cr iminal law, Clark increased the 
annua l indictment rate of organized 
c r ime figures sixfold, r eorga nized 
federal na rcotics enforcement, a nd 
he lped to secure the first federa l gun 
control law in over thirty years. In civil 
rights, Cla rk assisted in the drafting 
a nd passage of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 a nd the Civil Rights Act of 1968, 
a uthorized prosecution of police after 
the Chicago Democra tic Convention, 
a nd a rgued Jones v. Mayer for the U.S. 
During his tenure, Clark filed a 
record number of anti-merger cases 
and required voluntary disclosure of 
unlawful wiretapping by federal 
prosecutors in more than 50 cases. 
Since 1968, Ramsey Clark has written 
and travelled extensively on behalf of 
human rights for Soviet Jews, prisoners 
in Bra zil, Greece, Irela nd, Spain and 
elsewhere. He has testified before 
numerous legisla lures, and has 
represented Craig Moran, P resident of 
Kent State student government, indic-
ted following the Kent State tragedy, 
F athe r P hilip Berrigan in the 
Harrisburg tria l, and Char les Per-
na sa li ce in the Attica prison 
prosecuti ons. Cla rk is presently 
Chairma n of the National Advisory 
Committee of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union. His speech a t the Law 
School will be followed by a potluck 
dinner and music by UM La w graduate 
a nd folksinger Fred Sma ll. 
THE LSSS - SOCIAL CO;vli\1ITTEE is 
sponsoring its annua l Tropics Party on 
February 11, 1984, from 9:00 to 1:00 in 
Free F ilm : The Willmar 8, a 
documentary detailing the courageous 
effor ts of eight women bank workers to 
form a union, will be presented 
TODAY, Feb. 1, at 12: 15 p.m . in 116 
Hutchins. The fi lm, which inspired the 
recent television movie A Malfer of 
Sex, is part of the "Women in the Labor 
ForcE.'" film series, sponsored by 
WLSA, which will continue each Wed-
nesday a t noon during February. All 
a re encouraged to a ttend a nd bring 
their lunch. 
BORN, on Wednesday, Feb. 25, to Golla 
Vega -Byrnes (3L), a healthy, bouncing, 
7 lb .. 13 oz. baby woman, Jean Marie 
Vega-Byrnes. Mother and baby are 
doing fine. Co ngratulations to Golla 
and Tom ! 
FOUI\D: Pa lmer 's Trusts and Suc-
cessions casebook. To claim, please 
contact Kim Jones or leave a message 
at the libra ry main desk. 
Judges of the essay contest will be 
Ann Fagan Ginger , P res ide nt of 
Meiklejohn Institute ; Thomas I. Emer-
son, Lines P rofessor of Law Emer itus, 
Yale Law School a nd a u thor of 
numerous books and a rticles on the 
First Amendment; and Professor John 
Brittain, University of Connecticut Law 
School, member of ACLU Academic 
F reedom Committee and Board mem-
ber of Nationa l Conference of Black 
Lawyers. 
Contestants should submit no more 
than 5,000 words, postmarked no later 
than July I, 1984. The l ns tilute a nnoun-
ced that entries should be typed, with 
footnotes, double-spaced on wh ile 
paper, suitable for photocopying. 
All entries should be submitted to 
Me ik lejohn Institute, Box 673, 
Berkeley. CA 9470 1. 
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ForUm on the Socratic Met 
When the Adrenal in's Gone ' 
' . 
Things Can Get a Little Bit Dull 
This is the first in a two-part series 
examining student impressions of 
the law school experience. Ted Lee, 
of the Res Gestae, asked three third-
year law students, Martha Davies 
("MD "), Tom Larson (' 'TL "), and 
Eric Sinrod ("ES"), about the 
Socratic Method. All three students 
are in the upper half of their class in 
terms of grades. 
(It may be worth noting that the 
grade point of each of the three 
s tudents after their first year of law 
school was above a 3.50. - Ed.) 
H.G : Is the Socratic Method relying on 
a n assumption that we (the s tudents) 
have all the answers and the lecturer is 
supposed to dra w them out of us? 
TL: That's the theory that Socrates 
used. Of course, just logic does it under 
that theory . 
MD: The 1m pression I got from reading 
Plato's Republic was that Socrates was 
not particularly a nice person. He 
s eemed to have an idea of what the an-
swer he was looking for was. It wasn 't 
as if he was going after people's natural 
wisdom 
TL: That's the middle dialogue. In the 
early dialogues he didn' t slant his 
questions and they couldn't come to any 
answers That's why they're called the 
Aporetic Dialogues. Aporetic means 
ending in confusion and doubt. 
this vast exper iment to t ry to find out 
what the Jaw is. 
TL : One of the goals of course is to help 
you learn to interact in this type 
of thing, by putting you on the line. 
MD: That 's true. And it does really help. 
When somebody else is being called on, 
generally, at least back during first year 
when I was still thinking (laughs >, I 
would try to develop my own answer to 
the question. 
ES: My complaints are more fun -
damental than (looking at the system's 
potential value}. Too many s tudents 
a re crammed into the classes and you 
don' t get enough feedback and in-
dividual attention . Firs t year, I think 
we all had so much adrenalin and we all 
sat there thinking we could be called on 
< any moment, that we were really 
hinging on other people's responses and 
we were pretending like we were in the 
dialogue ourselves. But I think after 
that point, you come into class and 
realize that you are going to have to 
talk once or twice a semester, unless 
you still have that adrenalin and you 
start raising your hand. That just isn't 
much attention . It is a really passive 
process and I think it's really dull. 
TL: It seems that there a re some 
classes that it works better in than it 
does in others. It didn't work in my Tax 
course. 
MD : I thought it worked in my tax 
course. 
The impression I got from reading 
Plato ,s HRepublic ,, was that Socrates 
was not a particularly nice person. 
RG : Wha t value does the Socratic 
Method have in law school? 
MD : I get the impression that the whole 
point of the Socratic Method in Jaw 
school is to make sure that you are 
prepar ed for class, so you learn this 
s tuff throughout the semester instead of 
cramming it all in at the end of the 
term . 
ES : Yeah, I think the professors have a 
format of what points they want to get 
acr oss within a certain amount of time, 
and within that forma t, they take pot-
shots at students to get their points 
across. 
MD : Every once in a while, a student 
will come up with something that is 
genuinely original. But these professors 
who have been teaching this s tuff for 
year s and years, they've probably 
heard pretty much everything you 've 
got to say ; it 's not like they're doing 
TL: When Kahn was trying to get 
across technical, intricate material, or 
mechanical material, he would call on 
someone and get the answer and then 
he would explain how you would arrive 
at that answer. 
MD : I think it depends more on the 
professor. 
RG: I had Professor Wright as you did. 
Martha . But I remember doing my 
homework mor e out or fea r tha n 
anything else. 
MD: That's true. I was terrified. 
R G: Isn 't there something wrong with 
sa y ing the Socra tic Method works 
based on fear ? 
MD : But, then, I think of Professor 
Reed. He's a nother person whom l 
think is excellent with the Socratic 
Method and he's not at all threaten:ng. 
--------
/ 
l 
TL: Well last term, I was taking 
taX Jaw, a nd in studying for the final , 1 
read the Code, the Regs, the Sum and 
Substance, then I looked at Chirelstein 
and the Nutshell. But as I went along, I 
JUSt started dropping things off and at 
the end of the term, as the final was 
drawing near, I started us ing ex· 
elusively the Sum and Substance. But I 
usually read a ll the cases. 
be reading a long and not have any idea 
that I 'm reading about a particular 
subheading, and then, I' ll go back and 
look at the subheading and my notes 
and then it will make some sense. 
TL : Eric was talking about learning to 
take exams and we all know that there 
is a certain skill to taking exams. 1 fi~d 
But these professors who have been 
teaching this stuff for years and years, 
they've probably heard pretty much 
everything you ,ve got to say. 
O: I agree that they help sometimes. 
 used the nutshell and a commercial 
Wllline in Civil Procedure first year and 
  tied the course together pretty well. 
efore I bought them , I was really lost 
; the course. Sometimes they put 
tructure in the course. 
G: I find that for exams; and maybe 
m short-circuiting my education in 
he long run, but for exams, the secon· 
that I take an exam better than I used 
to. I can see more issues than I could 
before. I wonder if that skill is going to 
do me any good in my legal career . 
HG: Which professors were the best 
during your firs t year of law school, a t 
making the Socratic Method work? 
MD: Professor Allen. 
TL : Professor Soper . 
--.......... dary materials are much better than 
he casebook. 
When you are called on once during the 
semester, it is a very important moment 
and people tend to fall on their faces and 
feel stupid. 
L When you start making an outline 
ld you find particular cases, you 
lize that cases are here and in an or-
r for a reason . For example, 
owder 's books, a case provides a 
e. then next four cases provide the 
eptions to the rule, then ther·c's 
other rule. 
MD : The problem with Soper was that 
he really couldn 't understand what the 
students were saying. His questions 
were great, but quite often, people 
would answer with exactly what he 
wanted from them but they would say it 
a little bit wrong and Soper would keep 
going on until he found someone who 
would say it his way. 
ES· f find the Socratic method par· 
ticularly useful when you know that you 
are gomg to be called on. They put your 
name on the board or they follow the 
rows of students. That means that 
those two or three students a re really 
well prepared and the dialogue is really 
a high·level discussion, and the other 
people can follow. 
MD : Sure, but the problem is that the 
other people generally don't do the 
reading for that day. I will be more 
likely to do the reading and stay caught 
up if I know there's a chance of being 
called on. I'm not the type who raises 
her hand, so I'm not going to be called 
upon. 
ES: So you s till operate on the fear of 
being called on. 
MD : Yes, I do. 
ES : I tend to do most of m y reading af-
ter class. The professor has sort of 
helped crystallize the importa nt issues, 
and then I 'll go back in my readings and 
find it much more effective. It saves a 
lot of lime and I get a lot more done. 
MD : I prefer to do the reading before 
the class, because then I can follow the 
class discussion much better . M> >: Yeah, and don't forget to read 
preference in classes is to be one ste ;se damn squ!bs. 
ahead of the professors because then 
know where he's going. 
HG: You mean that he wa s looking for 
particular phrases that wer e not 
always clear ? 
TL: Of course, it 's more efficient togo
to class, listen to lectures, find out
what's important, a nd then read the
cases. 
I get the impression that the whole 
method in law 
RG : Do any of you use secondar
material or commercia l a ides ? 
MD: I haven't looked at a secondan·
material since first year , and e,·e
then , I only looked at one. 
point of the 
school is to that you 
prepared for class, so you learn 
stuff throughout the semester. 
Socratic 
make sure are 
this 
I had Professor -- for Conflic-
last semester. I read through m) 
ES: I rely on secondary material a lot. I ss notes, and J took very detailed 
find them very helpful. I worked very es, and they made no sense what-
very hard fi rst year and read a ll the e\·er. I bought the nutshell and read it 
casebook material. I a lso read secon· er the weekend and it all made sense. 
dary material and found it very helpful, mething's wrong there, you know. He 
maybe more useful. I've r ead a lot of ld have brought in a little more 
cases in law school. I don' t need to do cture, or foundation or something, 
that anymore. I trus t m y ability to else 1 may be retarded, or else the 
know when the nuts hell is important tsheU is br illiant. 
and when the casebook is more im· 
porant, and when I should read the 3Jl' 1 think quite often, people ca n get 
propriate statute . I probably do a lot ne of the structure from the table of 
less work now than a lot of people who tents in the casebook because when 
read all the assignmt_mts .. l us~d to think  are going through the class, quite 
that I was pretty typ1cal m usmg secon· n you get in a s ituation where you 
dary sources but maybe it 's more 'tsee the forest from the trees. I will 
unusual than I thought. 
MD : Yes, but e\'entually we tound out 
those phrases the professors were 
looking for . 
RG: The fi rst time I was called on in 
law school was in Phil Soper's Contrac-
ts course. I was so shocked and ner vous 
that I hyperventilated and couldn't 
talk. 
TL: I was sitting next to you at the time 
and I remember trying to whisper an· 
swers to you and you just kept saying 
under your breath, "Please leave me 
alone. Just leave me alone." 
I find the Socratic method par-
ticularly useful when y ou know that you 
are going to be called on. 
- ------------ --------
ES: I think the response you had in 
hyperventilating, and in general , 
people getting nervous, is a reflection of 
the fact that you're given no feedback 
during the semester . So when you are 
called on once during the semester, it is 
a very important moment a nd people 
tend to fa ll on their faces and feel 
stupid. I think we need to get papers 
back and go to the professor 's office 
and talk with them. Ther e's more im-
port on that one moment than there 
should be. 
It is a really passive process and I 
think it 's really dull. 
. 
I' --.,;;.;~/ ....... /_. ~ 
·~CBj< 
L ____________________ __ 
The Re Gesate - Februar) I, 1984 - page six 
- - ------
New Clinic Chief Proposes Changes from page one 
chance to practice law and think 
about it at the same time. Most la"' 
graduates who go immediately into 
private practice are forced to prac-
tice law as a business. Here we can 
practice where the main goal is 
educational. Not only do you have 
the chance for some hands on 
lawyering, but you get to think about 
what you're doing at the same time, 
with immediate, constant feedback. 
R G: What are thP day-to-da) 
r esponsibilitil'S or students in the 
course? 
PR : Clinic has two components. One 
is actually practice in district, cir-
c uit, probate, and starting this 
semes te r , federal courts . The 
second is the trial advocacy skills 
seminar, which is an intensive series 
of role plays designed to get students 
comfortable on their feet in cour t, 
that culminates in a full mock tr ial. 
It uses some videotape review, and 
lots of discussion, not only about 
what's happened, but also intellec-
tualization of why we do what we do. 
RG: Does the seminar portion in-
volve a ny visiting experts or guest 
lecturer<;? 
PR : It does occasionally and I would 
like to see that increase. I wouJd like 
to see more expenenced htigators 
participating on a visiting, or one-
shot, basis. 
RG: Do you perceive students' in-
terest in helping indigent clients in-
crea se or decreasr as they go 
through a semester of Clinic? 
PR: I think most students come to 
Chn1c as somewhat a r mchair 
idealists Not all, but a good many. 
And like most armchair idealists 
when they view the real world, 
they' re disillusioned. 
RG : II ow would you asse!>s students' 
response and perform ance in Clinic? 
PR : I would say it varies greatly. 
The students I have seen are, by and 
large, bright and mostly taken with 
Clinic, and therefore dedicated; 
they put a lot of time into it. On the 
other hand, I wouJd say the street 
smarts quotient isn't aJways as high 
as I might have expected it to be, 
and that handicaps students early on' 
in the semester . 
RG : As interim director. do you plan 
any changes in the structure or for-
mat or Clinic? 
PR: There hasn't been much real 
review or rethinking about what the 
Clinic does for several years 
because it's been under the same 
tutelage for a long lime. Since we're 
in the process of change now, I see it 
as a real opportunity to evaluate 
what we're doing and what we want 
to do. For this semester we've made 
a number of small changes, and I 
anticipate greater change, and more 
discussion about change, as we get 
into the sum mer term. 
RG: What are some of the s mall 
changes? 
PR : I think one thing the Clinic was 
lacking was the use of the oppor-
tunity for students to work together 
and learn from each other, as well as 
from their own work. The amount of 
br ainstorming, the self-critique, the 
thought-provoking process of being 
under stress with other people has 
been minimized by team teaching 
SLS Volunteers from page one 
the bar exam, and 14 undergraduate 
volunteers. 
The first-year volunteers and the un-
dergraduates perform proportionate 
levels of research, filing and other 
general office tasks. 
Nicholls said the office screens new 
clients so that law student volunteers 
won't conduct the intake interviews of 
law student clients. " We presume it 
may be more comfortable to share your 
troubles with someone you don't share 
a desk with," s he said. 
This seemed like a good real-world 
sort of thin2 to try," sa id Stan 
Jaskiewicz, a second-year SLS volun-
teer . " I had a research assistant job 
before , which had its good aspects too, 
but it can get boring. " 
Computers 
To tend to little hardware headaches 
and help the novice faculty users, the 
law school has retained a consultant to 
oversee the implementation of the new 
computers. Scott Manspeaker, a senior 
in Business Administration, installed 
chips, disk drives and internal modems 
in the IBMs, and will work on an hourly 
basis at the law school to solve 
problems as they arise. 
Mans peaker said many of the 
professors seem a little intimidated 
now, but that others already have great 
fa miliarity with or aptitude for tapping 
the terminals' capabilities. " I think 
Prof. Jackson, Prof. Kahn, a nd of cour-
Jaskiewicz said the staff attorneys 
try to make the volunteers feel com-
petent and comfor table, and stress the 
"ask us" solution to any confusions or 
uncertainties that cr eep up. 
Nicholls hopes the law student volun-
teers can stay on through early May, 
when a big rush of students seek advice 
on subletting apartments AJthough she 
said the staff has presently reached a 
plateau of active volunteers, Nicholls 
encouraged interested law students to 
stop by and see the SLS operation. 
"AHhough we're not a clinic," she 
sa id, "one of our functions should be to 
improve students' understanding of the 
legal system, and their ability to ful\-
ction when forced into it." 
from page one 
se Prof. Bollinger will really be able to 
get the hang of these and help the other 
professors learn." Bollinger has had a 
personal computer for a number of 
years. 
Dean Cooper verified the need for 
some basic training for faculty before 
they master their machines. " Yes, I've 
got one," he said. " I don't even know 
how to turn it on yet. But some people 
are already processing away!" 
To balance the skills somewhat, the 
law school has arranged for interested 
faculty to attend seminars on using the 
IBM personal computer, given by Sof-
tware Land, a local business. 
and very little group work. We've in-
stituted what we're calling "grand 
rounds," which will be two or three 
meetings of half the clinic at one 
time, essentially meetings of the 
firm, where we'll present cases and 
analyze what was done well or 
poorly, and what could be done bet-
ter. 
RG: Will you have any help in trying 
to implement these changes? 
PR: EBen Gesmer from the Child 
Advocacy Clinic will be teaching one 
section of the trial advocacy skills 
seminar . She's new last fall and has 
been a terrific addition . For help on 
case supervision and some of the 
skills sessions, we have a practicing 
attorney from town who taught for 
three years at the clinic at Wayne 
State named Marty Geer , who's 
already been a tremendous help. 
HG: Many students assume that thl' 
administration a llow'> Clinic to 
operate, but doesn't really back tht> 
whole idea too strong!)'· Do )OU think 
that 's an accurate pt>rception or 
Clinic's status in the Ja w <;chool 
curriculum ? 
PR: I think the focus of the 
curricuJum het·e is on theory rather 
than practice, and I think that focus 
in a ny law school necessarily puts a 
clinic in a lesser role. Since I've been 
here I've found the administration 
and faculty very supportive, though 
not necessarily enthusiastic. 
RG : Do you mt>an that a student who 
desires a morl' rlinica ll) oriented 
education should choose a school 
that emphasizes that ? 
PR: There's no doubt there a re 
other law schools of the same caliber 
as Michigan that offer far more 
varied and comprehensive clinical 
programs, with varying degrees of 
success. I should add though. that 
the program we run here, lhough 
small, is really first rate: I really 
believe that. 
HG : What is the perception or the 
Clinic among the local bench? 
PR: It depends on the judge. Some 
are very supportive and delighted to 
have students in their courtrooms. It 
makes some judges more 
provocative than they might be 
otherw1se; it makes their job more 
fun. Other judges occasionally 
resent us. in part I think, because 
vigorous advocacy takes up a lot of 
the court's time, and there's some 
question about using the courtroom 
as a classroom. They're sensitive to 
that. hut it's been my experience 
overall that they're pretty tolerant. 
HG : \\'hat do you consider the one 
most important le!>!>On students can 
take away from a Clinic experience? 
PH : I think one thing they learn is 
that there's no such thing as 
authority; that everyone is in a 
process of learning, that judges can 
learn , lawyers can lea rn and 
academics can learn . I think studen-
ts too easily believe that someone 
with more experience, or a black 
robe. is automatically more thought-
ful. There are different levels of ex-
perience, bull think at Clinic we try 
and teach that thoughtful students 
will go a long way. 
,-
1 C/erkships ,,.m •• g •••• l 
Krieger says that's par for the course. that the)- were to arrive on the 15th. 
Over at the Journal of Law Reform, Some judges had already decided by 
however • the picture was not quite as the time ours were in the mail." 
rosy. Although the number of clerks This year, the deadline will be July 
I 
looks the same, this year fi ve out of six 15th. Deveney was dubious about the 
members of the editor ial board got shut workability of the new deadline. 
out of clerkships, according to Marc "Students will be all over creation, and 
Raven. "The people who got shut out the faculty will be off. I don't think this 
were the ones who picked a specific deadline's going to work either." 
geographic area and a number of However, Freder ick and Raven were 
judges in that area had gone out and more positive about the new deadline, 
hired," said Raven. pointing out that students often look for 
Raven interviewed only in Chicago, clerkships in the cities where they 
one of the cities with a very high non- worked after their second year. " From 
compliance rate. " I think people were a financial point of view, it will be 
able to get them, it was just a matter of easier to interview for clerkships if 
making a broader search than I did," you're already in the city for the sum-
Raven said. mer." said Frederick. 
But don't cry too hard for those who 
did not get clerkships, said Jim Loots, a 
Law Review note editor, who was also 
unsuccessful in his search. "They've 
gotten used to the idea that they're 
going to be making twice as much 
money someplace else.'' 
Loots felt, however, that Michigan 
students' lack of success was at-
tributable not only to judges' non-
compliance, but to the law school's ap-
proach. "Proc<!dura lly, nobody knew 
what was going on. There was vast con-
fusion as to when the deadlines wer.e. " 
Loots said that he thought the law 
school's approach to clerkships needed 
administrative structure, for example, 
professors need to be told what the 
deadlines are. " Very few of the 
professors mailed recommendations 
before September 15th. The idea was 
g old bond 
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Arts 
Yukon 
By A.D. Maclin 
If in recent times you've felt a 
twinge of soap-operatic ennui upon 
watching this or that cinematic 
'smash hit' - Dears of Internment, 
for instance - ~ot to worry. Relief 
looms. 
Never Cry Wolf has begun its run 
The Peorian 
Experience 
By Ethel Mertz 
Friday. Late. Lucy called with the 
usual prospect of sneaking into Ricky's 
gig. Feeling nauseated by the prospect 
of bongos and a chorus of " babaloo," I 
suggested the dangerous. CLUB 
PEORIA. A short walk on a brisk 
night and we slid into a theater of 
motion: the latest, hottest tunes, 
writhing contortionists and a bold 
paint-splashe.d backdrop. I let down my 
hair. Lucy shed her babushka. 
Club Peoria is not, as the name 
• suggests, a showdown hall for bingo 
contestants. Rather it is a party within 
a club, within the Heidelberg, within a 
state of mind not exhibited by actual 
Illinois Peorians. So, in light of the in-
consistency, why Peoria? Big Joe 
Cohn, theorist, minister of information 
(and, for anyone interested: Joe enjoys 
sailing, horseback riding, and the clean 
make-up look) offered no simple an-
swer . 
"The criteria," he stated, "Was that 
we wanted something ugly, obscure, 
hard to say, but at the same time, fet-
ching, romantic and simple. We wanted 
to have the appeal of the Midwest with a 
hi-coastal flair . We feel it is better to be 
misperceived than never perceived at 
all." 
And Friday, regardless of the percep-
tion, Peoria was packed. Besides the 
expected law student turn-out Peoria 
sported an impressive representation 
of reading room groupies, never-
before-seen-and-therefore-fascinating 
strangers, and my hairdresser. While 
bussing from swingin' Chicagoan and 
Czechos lovakian clubs has been 
suggested, the club's managers prefer 
to use available funds to improve 
P eoria's facilities and have it work as a 
magnet club. 
For the future, Club P eoria offers a 
chance at FAME. The club will feature 
a video camera so one can dance, drink 
and watch the gyrations of friends and 
classmates. As one out-of-towner sum-
med up the Peorian Experience, " It's 
better than E.T." 
Solution 
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Cries Wimp 
m these parts with a commercial, as 
well as a critical, bang. This is curious 
since Wol( is neither slick nor clever, 
and- unlike most of what we're seeing 
at the movies - it isn't even primarily 
about human relationships. It 's about a 
wimpy urbanite who's into wolves. 
Some people are into warheads, some 
wolves. What can you say? 
The Government, you see, wants to 
prove that these nasty creatures are 
killing off the caribou herds up in the 
land where the sun never sleeps. So, it 
decides to send someone to do a study. 
The unlikely, and seemingly ill-suited, 
candidate is a young man named 
Tyler, who sets off for six months of 
observation on the frozen tundra 
wearing a tie and his college ring. He 
spen~s his last dollars on "moose 
juice" (1;2 beer, '".! ethyl alcohol) and 
in his first encounter with the new 
ecosystem seeks to protect himself 
from a canine onslaught with part of 
the oboe that he's seen fi t to bring to 
the Arctic. Get the picture? 
Once he's learned that civilization 
doesn't stop with the last gas station, 
Tyler makes friends with a couple of 
Eskimos a nd develops a working 
relationship with a family of obliging 
wolves. 
The acting of these wolves is com-
mendable and compares rather nicely 
with that of Clint Eastwood in Sudden 
Impact. Indeed, everyone in Wolf acts 
convincingly, and if the narrator's 
retrospective monologue didn't sound 
read from a script, all performances 
here would deserve praise. But it did, 
and they didn't. Life's a cold place to 
be, eh, Mr. Disney? 
The lack of narrative credibility, it 
ought to be said, stands out all the 
more because what we see is 
believable. The artfully filmed 
snowscapes and sequences of wildlife 
at work inspire a fundamental awe of 
nature that one supposes each of us 
has known. Tyler' s mission, too. 
seems likely enough. So well does 
Wolf's presentation work, in fact, that 
the story doesn't seem improbable 
even when Tyier runs out of rations 
(the Government had supplied him 
with a couple hundred tins of 
asparagus) and decides to live, er, 
like a wolf. 
He discovers that wolves· routinely 
eat not caribou meat- as the Gover-
nment supposes - but small, furry 
creatures. Well, so be it: Tyler is 
nothing if not consistent. And can one 
really cavil, roast mice notwithstan-
ding? Have you never seen King Rat? 
In the end, Wolf is about becoming 
authentic (Mr. Smith goes to 
Washington, Mr. Wimp goes to 
Wolfland, what's the difference? ). It's 
about shedding one's skins, about 
freezing one's socks off. It's about 
meanings of 'survival of the fittest', 
and not about meanings of 'super-
califragilisticexpealidocious'. It 's 
also about the mystical notion that 
one always has some effect on one's 
world and vice versa, and despite all 
this, it works. 
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Feature 
Another Ohe(L) Bites The Dust 
By Don ltzkoff 
I swore that it would never happen to 
me. Early on, my astonishment at hor-
des of apprentice Establishment upper-
class prospectors crowding into Room 
200 to dig for the Holy Grail of the legal 
profession produced such violent 
revulsion within me that I immediately 
developed a lternative summer plans. 
Already inundated with more legalese 
in one semester than I could bear, the 
mere thought of subjecting myself to 
the same punishment for an entire 
summer brought on a perfectly rational 
contemplation of self-immolation. A 
summer clerkship was simply not in the 
cards for me. 
A vastly superior alternative presen-
ted itself in the possibility of teaching at 
a New England prep academy for the 
summer. Just think: discussing history 
in class for a couple of hours a day, 
supervising some softball, gracting a 
few papers <wouldn't r evenge be 
sweet! ) ... not a bad deal. Yes, teaching 
Excellent question, thought I, as I 
obediently bowed to peer pressure. 
Although reason precluded hopes of a 
respectable job (remember, no one 
hires first-years), honor demanded at 
from me, a creature so lifeless and 
rigid that I'm sure I detected a steel 
column attached to his skull, running 
the length of his spine and bolted 
securely to his chair. 
aspect of your summer program , what 
would it be?" 
' 'I'll tell you," she responded, 
" I wish we didn't have so many 
interviews like this one . " 
"[Ljaw students often become lawyers. Some think 
th is empirical development to be entirely 
natural . . . Others call it peer pressure." 
least an attempt. I wrote up an un-
distinguished, indistinguishable 
resume, composed a mass-producible, 
word-processed cover Jetter, and laun-
ched a postal blitzkrieg against 
Washington, New York, Newark, and 
Secaucus. Reaction from Secaucus ap-
peared likely but Newark was a long 
s hot. 
Then the avalanche descended. "'We 
" Well," I began," "What can you tell 
me about your transportation prac-
tice? '' 
"We don't have one. At all 
In fact, if you had taken thirty seconds 
to read our firm resume on file at your 
school, you'd know that." 
Washington <changing the subject> 
was somewhat better. Eager to please 
an attorney in one firm, I espoused my 
While consuming beer back home, 
the telephone rang. Lo and behold, it 
was a railroad litigation firm that I had 
written to because or my interest in 
trains. Incredibly, the ring was not a 
ding: I had my offer. 
~ ~[So I] launched a postal 
Wash ington, New York, Newark, 
blitzkrieg against 
and Secaucus. 
appeared likely but 
Amazing but true. With no legal 
background whatsoever save a slight 
understanding of the problems inherent 
in animal Jaw and mens rea, I have the 
opportunity before me to make as much 
money as a New York sanitation 
worker w1th twenty years' exper ience. 
Since I can generate garbage from my 
typewriter with ease (and don't have to 
clean it upl, I may just take this oppor-
tunity to produce a different kind of 
trash, i.e. memo-style. It's confor-
mism. It's the path of least resistance. 
But I'm not sure history seminars and 
softball arc where it's at either . I vowed 
not to work m a firm this summer . But I 
here I am. Someone explain it to me. 
R eaction f rom Secaucus 
Newark was a long shot. " 
seemed to be an easy way out, JUdging 
from what I'd seen of the professors I'd 
met 
Alas, my rebelhous scheme took all 
factors into account save one: law 
students often become lawyers. Some 
think th1s empirical development to be 
entirely natural and fulJy within the ex-
pected progression of things. Others 
simply call it peer pressure: 
" You expect us to believe you're not 
even trying to get a summer job?" fired 
my classmates. 
" No way," says I, " I'm going to teach 
and play softball. " 
"Then why are you 10 law school?" 
don't want you." "We don't like you." 
" You have a stupid name." " We didn't 
even like :, our tacky envelopes." I 
recetved only mild encouragement 
from the pitiful, mounting piles of 
correspondence. ~ot from New York, of 
course (not even Secaucus! l, but <hold 
onto your hats) from D.C., the land of 
lawyers. 
I tried a trial run in Newark over 
break. My key acquisition, a somber 
grey pinstriped Uniform, was instantly 
christened by the Newark salt, slush, 
and sleet but I doggedly maintained the 
fa ith. My spirits were not helped by the 
mechanical interviewer seated across 
fa vortte old line, Establishment slogans 
during a heated political discussion, 
emphasizing the crucial role played by 
Mr. Reagan in making our U.S. of A. 
great once more. 
"It's interesting to hear you say 
that," voiced the attorney, "m hght of 
the fact that lhe clients of such public 
interest firms as ours may view his 
policies a litlle differently ... " Was that 
mentioned in Martindale and Hubbell? 
I had one inter view left, and it went 
fine until the conversation began to lag 
a bit. Always eager to please, I interjec-
ted my favorite stop-em-in-their-tracks 
question: " I you could change one 
Of course, I realize that I'm probably 
fated to do nothing more than analyze 
fre1ght rate schedules and tariff filings 
this summer, but hope springs eternal. 
Who knows- maybe I'll even like the 
job. 
Then one day I might become an at-
torney after all. 
Don Jtzkoff is a first-year who 
likes trains and has never heard of 
wing tips. 
Law in the Raw ~ compiled by Nora Kelly, Stacey F isher . and Anne Lawton 
P oetic Justice 
A recent case involving an auto, an oak tr ee, and 
Michigan's implacable No Fault Jaws moved Judge 
J . H. Gillis to wr ite this opinion: 
We thought that we would never see 
A suit to compensate a tree ... 
A tree whose battered trunk was prest 
Against a Chevy's crumpled crest ; 
A tr ee thatfaces each new day 
With bark and limb in disarray ; 
A tree that may forever bear 
A lasting need for tender care. 
Flora lovers though we three, 
We must uphold the court's decree. 
Affirmed. 
Fisher v. Lowe, 333 N.W. 2d 67 <Mich. App. 1983> 
There~ a certain air about you 
It seems that when the University of Michigan 
Medical School cremates its cadavers, it emits 
twice the non-combustible remains into the air 
allowed under state regulations. The Med School 
cremates approximately 225 cadavers each year. 
Compliance with the regulations may be difficult. 
Says Dennis Drake of the state Department of 
Natural Resources, "You and I both have stuff in 
our bodies that just won't bur n.'' 
ChiC' ago Tribune 12/30/83 
Should we wake him up for 
this? 
Ronald Reagan once used a pistol to foil an 
early morning robbery. In an interview with the 
shooting editor of Sports Afield magazine, Reagan 
said the sound of a man threatening a woman out-
side his apartment building woke him at 2 a .m. 
Leaning out h is window with a .45 caliber 
automatic, he ordered the gunman to "Drop it and 
get going." An opponent of gun control, the 
President "still enjoys 'plinking ' at small game, 
mostly rodenLc;." 
Drtroit Free Press 1/26/ 84 
A Mynah incident 
- A talking bird scared burglars out of a house and 
then helped police fmd the su~pects by reciting their 
names. The bird cracked the case by confirming 
the identification of men charged with the theft of 
$50.000 in property. 
Apparently, the bird's chatter ing in the darkness 
scared the burglars away. but not before they caiJed 
to each other by name, thus allowing the "stool 
pigeon" to squeal on them. 
New York Times Jan 24th, 1984 
Don't wait till it comes out 
in paperback 
The author of How Not To Get Ripped Off in 
the Coin Business will spend a year in federal 
prison for swindling coin collectors out of $68,000. 
Richard Suter , indicted on 23 counts of mail fraud , 
bilked buyers by promising them investment coins 
he never sent. The victims, who lost $2000 to $10,000 
apiece, should have read the book. 
Detroit Free Press, Jafl . 25, 1984 
(thev j;(Ot it from the Chicago Sun Times ).....t 
